 
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 22 (I) of 13 February 1946
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B.
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 22 (I) of 13 February 1946
Article V
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Section 20. Privileges and immunities are granted to officials in the interests of the United Nations and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves…

Section 21. The United Nations shall cooperate at all times with the appropriate authorities of Members to facilitate the proper administration of justice, secure the observance of police regulations, and prevent the occurrence of any abuse in connection with ... privileges, immunities and facilities ...

Commentary
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Staff members

tc \l3 "Staff members
1.
The Charter requires that staff members be “appointed” by the Secretary-General (or by those to whom this power has been delegated, either by the Secretary-General alone or by the Secretary-General at the direction of the General Assembly). The hallmark of a staff relationship is “appointment”, and this is done through a letter of appointment pursuant to staff regulation 4.1 The Staff Regulations, as revised by General Assembly resolution 52/252, apply to all staff members of the Secretariat, within the meaning of Article 97 of the Charter, whose employment relationship and contractual link with the Organization are through a letter of appointment issued pursuant to regulations promulgated by the General Assembly.

2.
To ensure that the revised Regulations apply to all staff members of the Organization, including all staff members of all its principal and subsidiary organs, even those with entirely separate administrations, the following sentence has been inserted between the second and third sentence of the Scope and Purpose provision of the Staff Regulations:

“For the purposes of these Regulations, the expressions ‘United Nations Secretariat’, ‘staff members’ or ‘staff’ shall refer to all the staff members of the Secretariat, within the meaning of Article 97 of the Charter of the United Nations, whose employment and contractual relationship are defined by a letter of appointment subject to regulations promulgated by the General Assembly pursuant to Article 101, paragraph 1, of the Charter of the United Nations.”

The entire text is shown in part IV of the present annex.

3.
Article 105 of the Charter empowers the General Assembly to make provisions for the privileges and immunities of the “officials” of the Organization. The Assembly did so by adopting the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations on   
13 February 1946 (hereafter the “General Convention”). Article V of the General Convention provides for privileges and immunities for officials and article VII provides for the issue of United Nations laissez-passers to officials. By its resolution 76 (I) of 
7 December 1946, the Assembly approved that the provisions in articles V and VII of the General Convention apply to all staff members of the United Nations with the exception of those “recruited locally and assigned to hourly rates”. Thus all staff members governed by the Staff Regulations are officials of the Organization.

